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EPISTLE 


TO THE 


CHURCH-WARDEMNS 


OF CROMER. 


To the Church-wardens of Cromer, 


ERE 1 take up pen, as 8 with rol 
to your application: But if I write you somewhat 


more of an Epistle than you might expect—as it will be 


in endeavour to be more subservient to your good design, 
however I may succeed in the part but ill, I hope it may 


be admitted as my apology, the aiming well. To speak 


of my return home, I am free to confess, that ever after 
having been a little in the world, I somehow become 2 
recluse again, with satisfaction renovated. But the such 
evenness with the hedges, keeping me among you. for 
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a time, 1s time RI frequently present with me, as it will 
be in future, if I live, long to come. I was happy to 
behold the doing of some good seasonable deeds—many 
an eye of compassion much solid benificence displayed 
for the miserable and frozen poor. To hear considerate 
men talk as it were, „ if the most comforted cry out, thy 
frost who can bear? What must be the cry of the poor 


_ destitute—almost exposed to the sharp, piercing elements? 


Of the unutterably comfortless? We will hear their cry 
and will help them!” With respect to yourselves—to see 
you extend such very diligent assistance to the Overseers 
and others to relieve the poor sufferers, it very sensibly 
affected me—it shewed you as good Church-wardens—as 
properly touched with what a benign aspect the Church 
regards her poorer members. Yourselves entirely out of 
the question, I in this -place would observe somewhat 
concerning Church wardenship. A complaint hath much 
obtained in the world, that Church-wardens are apt to 
avail themselves of the office, not to be troubled as Over- 
Seers—to assume ease and dignity, and live high, at not 
their own expence. But as much hath been long ad- 


vanced against the Church altogether—with insidious 


design to overthrow it, in order to overthrow the State — 
let us hope that much so advanced may be placed to a 
like malevolence. Exceptions of character there have 
been in all times, places and stations, more or less, and 
ever will be until true religion and virtue be practised 
universally and perfectly—that is during the time that 
men are men. Concerning the Church, even as to lay- 
men, from the highest to che lowest official about her“ 
c down; 
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down to the door-keeper up to the warden, men that are 
most godly disposed should most certainly be chosen; 
and as piety seemeth to be gaining some ground in our 


land, there is reason to hope that impious characters will 


be unable to maintain, if they somehow perchance creep 


in and obtain a service in the house of God. What saith 


the apostle St. Paul? „ Let all things be done decently 
and in order.” It seemeth convenient to examine the 
extensiveness of this: gospel precept, and in the main to 


sce what is done so. That then is surely done decently 


which is becoming—that is becoming which is after a 


manner that obtaineth of a peculiar gracefulness from its 


at once seeming propriety : Order is the parent of this, 


as it being a good and well-digested way, or most regular 


disposition of things—to symmetry accorded, evinceth for 
itself. To do things thus decently and in order is essen- 
tial to create and preserve the welfare and happiness of 


all common life ;—1s essential to the support of the state 
to the church is so essential as for its mighty great im- 
portance to be estimated justly, but by the most benign 


reflections upon the value of souls. 


CuvurcnH-waARDENS acting decently and in order will 
consider the church more attentively than but in part— 
the part only made with hands—will consider the part 
likewise whose builder and maker is God! of this part 
wHl not fail on every sabbath-day to appear as real mem- 
bers will be decently and in order in their places—in 


their particular pew, if custom have reserved such—and 
in due time, setting good example to the rest of the con- 


gregation, 
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a time, is time past frequently present with me, as it will 
be in future, if I live, long to come. I was happy to 


_ behold the doing of some good scasonable deeds—many 


an eye of compassion much solid henificence displayed 
for the miserable and frozen poor. To hear considerate 
men talk as it were, * if the most comforted cry out, thy 


| frost who can bear? What must be the cry of the poor 


destitute—almost exposed to the sharp, piercing elements? 
Of the unutterably comfortless? We will hear their cry 
and will help them!“ With respect to yourselves—to see 
you extend such very diligent assistance to the Overseers 
and others to relieve the poor sufferers, it very sensibly 
affected me—it shewed you as good Church-wardens—as 


properly touched with what a benign aspect the Church 
regards her poorer members. Yourselves entirely out of 


the question, I in this place would observe somewhat 
concerning Church wardenship. A complaint hath much 


obtained in the world, that Church-wardens are apt to 


avail themselves of the office, not to be troubled as Over- 
Seers—to assume ease and dignity, and live high, at not 
their own expence. But as much hath been long ad- 


' vanced agains the Church altogether—with insidious 
: design to overthrow it, in order to overthrow the State — 


let us hope that much so advanced may be placed to a 


Ne Halevolence. Exceptions of character there have 


been in all times, places and stations, more or less, and 
ever will be until true religion and virtue be practised 
universally and perfectly—that is during the time that 


men are men. Concerning the Church, even as to lay- 
men, from the highest to the lowest official about her, 
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down to the door-keeper up to the warden, men that are 
most godly disposed should most certainly be chosen; 
and as piety seemeth to be gaining some ground in our 


land, there is reason to hope that impious characters will 


be unable to maintain, if they somehow perchance creep 
in and obtain a service in the house of God. What saith 


the apostle St. Paul? „ Let all things be done decently 


and in order.” It seemeth convenient to examine the 


extensiveness of this: gospel precept, and in the main to 


see what is done so. That then is surely done decently 
which is becoming—that is becoming which is after a 
manner that obtaineth of a peculiar gracefulness from its 
at once seeming Propriety : Order is the parent of this, 


as it being a good and well-digested way, or most regular 


disposition of things—to symmetry accorded, evinceth for 
itself. To do things thus decently and in order is essen- 
tial to create and preserve the welfare and happiness of 


all common life;—is essential to the support of the state; 


to the church is so essential as for its mighty great im- 


portance to be estimated justly, but by the most benign 
reflections upon the value of souls. 


CuvurcH-WARDENS acting decently and in order will 


consider the church more attentively than but in part 


the part only made with hands—will consider the part 
likewise whose builder and maker is God! of this part 
will not fail on every sabbath-day to appear as real mem- 


bers vill be decently and in order in their places—in 


their particular pew, if custom have reserved such—and 
in due time, setting good example to the rest of the con- 


gregation, 
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gregation, and in every pious respect, to the especially 
being good and constant communicants at the holy table. 


Wirz regard to the matters of their office, if they 
have such afore-hinted spirit of devout piety, decency 
and order in these will follow of course, in particular to 
the preserving entire and keeping clean the body of the 


sacred edifice, and all things appertaining to within it—to 


the surplice— the surplice considering, as it being white, 
being the emblem of purity ;—the things without and 
throughout, to the very consecrated confines, keeping 
decently and in order; not the smallest;particle of human 
bone not the least ruinous fragment of the sacred edifice 
of God's house —in the which it pleaseth him to dwell—in 
which he will abide for ever the holy temple—or any of 
its surrounding wall suffering to be misapphed : As men 
of such office conducting themselves in all company so 
as may tend to the honour of the church to which they 
belong. All parochial officers in like manner one would 
wish to have as constant—exemplary churchmen. 


In this which I have advanced, I again entreat that 
you will consider yourselves as out of the question ; it 
seeming a favourable medium, I embrace it to say things 
in this and other respects to you, which, howeve you 
unnecessary, may not be so to others. Men who are of 
the holy order may sometimes thus give useful observation 


to the world, arising from reflection in retirement, which 


the world have not leisure to make. Secular matters are 
$0 apt to engross as to estrange men from grave affairs 
| from 


| 
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from giving them any portion of thought—s0 that they 


will engage in very serious concerns, and under solemn 
vows of duty—in thoughtlessness of such sacred engage- 
ment—having awfully pledged themselves—having firmly 


sworn to Almighty God to be correct in what they are so 


undertaking and bounden to perform. If such be done 


and lightly regarded in a concern with God's house—. 
before God the offence must be most heinous ;—as must 


be most pleasing in his sight, to have his laymen as his 
houschold servants, serving him in righteousness and true 
holiness. Although I have thought it becoming me to 


unfold my design, as not directing preceptive matter to 


you, being sedate men both—and one in very honorable 
years, yet—if you should observe any thing in its way 
striking to you as worthy of adoption, it will afford me 


a sincere satisfaction, knowing that any thing worthy of 


adoption, immediately or mediately addressed to you, will be 
taken up if it may at all tend—and as example to men that 


may come after—to promote the honour in any respect due 


unto God's house from the wardenship. But I come to 
speak directly to yourselves—to be but just, however it 
may seem to be good reputation—for the truth, however 
grateful, is no compliment: But it is a profitable thing to 
religion and virtue to distinguish good example, to repeat 


the good; as also merciful and encouraging often to cast 


a veil over the bad—encouraging it often is to reforma- 
tlon :— Whereas if quite exposed to an open shame, a cha- 
racter often considers itself 2s lost, goes forward in its 
course hopeless of character to restore. The thing I have 
to speak to vou is, your not only casting an eye towards 

the 
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the poor, regarding the occasions of the body, but yout 
so seeking to the occasions of the mind II mean your 
good disposition to improve them in religious, as you 
would reform them in civil, principles—in their erroneous 


notions of government;—as you thus, in order to make 


them better, would make them wiser—would circulate 
amongst them my Address made to the poor here Has you 
will be pleased to believe it may answer so good a purpose, 
I bave to earnestly wish it may. It may be objected 
against by some, let me apprise you, as too local—as better 
adapted for these than any other poor: I wrote for the poor 
about me, I grant; and, vagrant as one's thoughts may and 
will sometimes be, I endeavored to be occupied by the 


Scenes about me—the better to effect my purpose: But 1 
know not that the matter is thereby rendered unapt for other 
use, as small consideration bestowed on local differences, 


they may between men and men—be reconciled easily, 
such being but to make liberal allowance betwixt one 
condition and another in human life. However it may be 
as well in all cases of representation with respect to the 
forming of a right judgement to exert such a force of 
imagination as may supply a presence for absence. 


of his wiles. 


War induced me to compose what I did is, alack! 
the universal scourge at present“ an evil spirit seeking 
whom he may devour.” I would warn my poorer brethren 
Addressed as I found they were at their 
peaceful cottages—at their honest labour in the fields—at 
barn doors addressed—agape and listening to deceit—to |, 
become rich and high ;—by such morbid swelling of puff. 


ing 
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ing grandeur made big with notions of unexampled great- 
ness—T would satiate them of the delusion. They were 
bidden to arise and conquer! I would expose to them 
the fallacy. The vastly beneficent sums dispensed 
throughout this very hospitable land to atone to- the poor 
for the rigours of this winter, they were instructed to look 
upon as hush-money! I would instruct them better— 
would give them some peculiar information as an antidote 
for such poisonous principles would speak to these de- 


luded innocents, as now become false and inebriated 


politicians, the politics of soberness and truth; would 


expose the erroneous liberty proferred to seduce to 


ruin to abandon them to licentiousness—to overwhelm- 
ing misery to prevent their imbibing such as the 
least spirit for the liberty of daring men that must desolate 


their homes discomfit all they held dear, - would give 


them ideas of happy liberty! contrasting it with the specious 
liberty the liberty put on for a cloak of maliciousness 
on occasion of the flesh; to discern benign libefty, which 
our heavenly master descended to display men having not 
in their rude minds perceived it to honour all men 
love the brotherhood fear God —honour the king! to 
pant after _ gospel liberty as © the heart desireth the 
water-brook”—50 to desire it,—to cry, “ 80 longeth my soul 
after thee O God after thy refreshing waters of comfort.“ 


A very favourable occasion offered, they were to be 
congregated by themselves by private beneficence. I ad- 
dressed them unexpected, but not un welcomed; they will 
not refuse instruction they always give me particular 
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attention, commonly grateful thanks, on very slight occa- 
sions, when I meet them; and of a Sunday blessings. 
At this time I would say somewhat on the subject of 
equality; I would warn my flock of the wolf. Ah! 
untoward period! warful day! that your bosom should 
be perturbed by such dire commotions—events of such 
rude nature as disgrace the earliest night of time —as are 
uneasy for the pulpit of the gospel of peace scarce and 
ever to bear to touch W — — — 


Now I had to Jay the spirit of darkness raised in the 


breasts of men, to infuse into my fellow beings a proper 
notion of equality. I spoke as I felt, and now feel, —as 
earth to earth as ashes to ashes—as dust to dust !—of re- 
ligion on earth—of distinctions in heaven as one star 
differeth from another star in glory. 

TIE subject matter I now transmit you as e! 
At the time of your application I was not devoid of natural 
objection with respect to it; but nature may not be safely 
trusted in consultation alone, much more left to her will: 


she is of a selfish, of principle not benign: a benign prin- 


ciple springs from pure religion pure religion is not of 
nature not of man but of God of whom cometh every 
good and perfect gift. The objection which nature start- 
ed in me, religion has done away as a too worldly-minded- 
ness. Nature did suggest in opposition to my compliance 
with your wishes the prevalence of men of contrary prin- 
Ciples—the personal danger to men speaking out, — promot- 
ing peace wy order: religion bespeaks MG if your princi- . 
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ples be good, accorded by me, right reason must and will 


approve them: in such case, your worldly-mindedness, as 


to the rest, is not good. If therefore I let go from me 
matter which true religion and right reason approve “ still 
and small as the voice to the voice that shaketh the earth,” 
I have to be satisfied. But let us hope that all to whom 
these religious and civil principles may extend, “ if they 
they will not be comforted together with you by the 
mutual faith of both you and me,“ will yet forgive us 


every difference of sentiment, as in charity we forgive. 


I am charged to let no fears deter to the hindrance of 
my duty—to speak boldly as I ought to speak,—let what 
may befall my body, as I care for the welfare of my 
soul ;—to be a faithful servant of God in Jesus Christ, 


until my course be finished. 52 1 


I Au perfectly indifferent with respect to what may 
be said as to composition. It has been long a melancholy 
truth, that any thing of a religious cast, has been food 
for devouring genius—for disaffected genius—disaffected 55 
to divine and human laws. de | 


Ir might be well for the rising generation, if what the 
world will term sterling sense and fine writing will con- 
tinue to embrace as such, the so varied shafts of poison, 
levelled at the entire destruction of true religion & virtue; 


E the levity of Voltaire the graver insidiousness of Rous: 


scau—and all such flaming Pyrrhoian shafts—if they were 
torn from men and consigned to devouring fire, Happily, 
a fine writer has arisen indeed! to the lifting up support- 
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ing and protection of what these cruel sort of fne writers 


fell—deliberately fell: But for this pious and learned 
patrician, church and state—it is but justice to believe— 
had been now probably in a lost case: So overmuch had 
the clemency of royal Majesty withheld a timely correc- 
tion. The name of Burke—the defender of religion and 
order—will be held in everlasting remembrance. 7 | 


I cannor forbear giving you the words of the late 
most pious and learned prelate Horne, Lord Bishop of this 
diocese, respecting this great and good man, recammend- 
ing his works on the score of present politics—in order 
as he bs RS it to preserve us from wild specula- 
tions.” „ And here I recollect—with pleasure and gra- 
titude—that all farther reflections upon this subject, are 
rendered needless by a late work of a learned and elo- 
quent layman, who hath very effectually exposed those 
wild opinions lately risen up to disturb the peace of man- 


kind; and hath called us back to the measures of common 


sense and experience, at a time when ve were hasting 
toward anarchy, under the specious name of liberty; 
inting out to us a more excellent way, which if ve 
low we shall do well. As Christians and Englishmen 
we are unquestionably obliged to those, who ate not afraid 
to declare themselves against the overbearing violence 
of licentious principles and the torrent of calumny, which 
followeth 80 close after them; and it is to be hoped, our 
zeal will be stirred up by $0 laudable an example. If 
there be a blessing for him who reconciles individuals 
9 Strife—or families when divided—there must be a dou- 
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13 
ble portion for those, who infuse into a nation the pirit 
of peace; and with a godlike beneficence check that rising 


storm, which would tear us away from our comforis our 
possessions—our libertzes—andg our lives.” 


Havinc ak to the point of n that might 
be raised against myself, I feel it as incumbent to speak 


as to objection against yau : None can be levelled, not even 


chat you made free with property other than your own. 
For as good responsibles, unwilling to intrude upon the 
liberty of office, you, yourselves would be at the cost 
of printing. That a man may do what he will with his 
own, was a regarded maxim, held as of sacred authority 
by the mere moralist, as well as Christian was a maxim 


uncontroverted once: In the present altered and un- 
toward state of man it is contrariwise. Man assumeth 
to take opinion of his will, not of his understanding; the 


best precedents of our forefathers to contemn. The doc- 
trine now is of wrong being right—of the right of man 


being to hold rule and dominion of property—to possess 
it by whatever means, to the extent of as far as it may be 


unto him the least desirable: So to call evil good, and 


good evil, is subversion.—O, what a picture of the nature 


of man? O, base philg:ophy,——and abashed ! — — 


As Church-wardens, your eaten concern for the 


welfare of our church and state is greatly CONSPICUOUS, 


evinces good heart and mind for the propagation of god- 


liness; not merely a moral disposition to do just the let- 


pr. of your duty,—a poius and loyal pirit for it, with 


firmness } 
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firmness to be thereby directed. It detracts not from 
your due, the desire of others being upon a knowledge 


of such your design, to engage with you in it, but is a 


benevolent subscription of acquiescence, that must be 
abundant satisfaction to your minds. It diminishes not 
the lustre of your's, but has the honour of Shewing the 
world to countenance bright example. ; 


I Now presume to offer opinion, with respect to the 
conduct of your affair; _ you be not prodigal in the 
disposal that the book be not given away profusely 


 —not a copy partially—not one but to the so poor, as 


they that it may inconvenience to make the purchase :— 
It stands as regarded judgement of the piously to be re- 
membered Lord Bishop of Sodor and Man, “ that the 
best of books when lightly given, will be as lightly made 
use of.” But in farther countenance to your undertak- 
ing, it has been signified to me, by two or three worthy 
people,—and I have no douht of there being many such— 
the desire to purchase a few. The two-fold, good design 
of which is self-evident ;—to. be towards the expence of 
printing in- such way, and give them gratis where they 
know they may be useful: A few neighbouring Church- 
wardens may do the same. How far such contributions 
may go towards defraying the whole of your cost, and a 
surplus of money. to give the poor, affording you suf- 
| ficient books to give away, must be left to the event. 1 
think you will be disposed to follow some such plan, in 
order to give the poor such chance. With respect to 
the extraordinary charge upon taking aff but a hundred 
BONE: | | OT 


the 


br; 
tot 
ath 


 CHURCH-WARDENS OF CROMER, 13 


Py 


or so, vou will recollect that the press once set for it, 
che saving, according to number, is very great. 


Havinc submitted this to your consideration, I have 
to leave you to conduct the matter as to you seemeth 
best. I am earnestly - wishful that you may succeed in 
it; but, however. such perchance be, you will have that 
silent yet speaking inexpressible conscious praise of 
them that do well, arising in your bosom, as your recom. 
pence here: I am persuaded that your views are not $0 
confined, as to be fixed upon the approbation of men as 
a recompence—are extended to where every. good word 
and work will be recompensed well, —at the resurrection 
of the just—at God's crowning; with diadems of recom- 
pence in the heaven of heavens of his kingdom. 


Vo will be aware of somewhat else, that it is the 
insidious art at present—yet not quite so much at present 
as it has been to name with the odium of hypocrisy the 
conversation and manners, and actions of men of the least 
religious cast ay, if but merely of good moral cast: But 
let us both regard the being and appearance of virtue 
and piety; for if their appearances be discountenanced, 
their entire beipgs will for ever vanish away; their works 


be for ever decried, or totally gone into oblivion. The 
brand of hypocrisy is the cant of infidels— used for the 
total conflagration of true piety. In these deistical and 
atheistical days, the true believer—the Christian indeed 
must thus avow himself, “ I am not ashamed of the Gos- 
pel of Christ, for it is the power of God unto salvation 
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to every one that believeth.” To them that will not 
believe—that want other than clerical opinion of the truth 
of the sacred scriptures altogether—that consider indig- 
nantly of clergymen—as hirelings;—of their sentiments but 
with dark suspicion—I advise to these the consideration 
of a layman's opinion —one of will and acumen to detect 
and expose falschood—of deep learning and solid judg- 
ment to sit upon it; I mean the opinion of Locke, who 
saith to his readers, search the scriptures, “ for therein are 
contained the words of eternal life: they have God for 
their author sal vation for their end and truth, without 
any mixture of error, for their matter.“ Of the works of 
another layman, Nelson, they breath such primitive Chris- 
tianity, that I have opinion no Christian family ought to be 
without them ; his Feasts and Fasts very especially. What 
a Christian was the layman Doctor Johnson. If it may 
be said he were more of a moral than a Christian writer, 
it may be accounted to his profession being such. Let all 
that lament at so much late glorying of some, their hav- 
ing to reckon, as they say, for hearty republicans all the 
principal men of sense and best writers of the present 
_century—lamenting with sorrow, that genius should be 
of the description of such a turn of mind; let them rejoice 
in their Johnson, “ the majestic moral teacher”—truly so 
termed in every sense of the word—his Rambler declares 
it! The Christian—firm Christian that he was every pri- 
vacy of his practice speaks to see his meditations and 
prayers, made public — with an excellent preface by a 
very learned divine, who possessed his closest friendship. 
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With relation to the sacred scriptures, coneerning my- 
self, however you, or any of my brethren, may find in 
my discourses, pious engagement from holy and interest- 
ing observation, as I take you a voyage from the righte- 
ous family in the ark floating on the deluge of sin and 


| death—through the various channels of prophesy unto 


the “ desired haven” the haven of Jesus—mind that there 
we anchor—there are the refreshing waters of comfort, 


for us temporally to drink—eternally never to thirst of 


comfort—everlastingly to be refreshed in our souls—<for 
ever and for ever. 


Fon eloquence to minister to the gaining of my con- 
gregation, the persuasives of the gospel are my continual 
resort. There I find the holy beauty of devout and ear- 
nest prayer—of serene meditation—of glorious praise of 


divine thanksgiving; there hymns of glory to God —ele- 
vating the human voice to divinely ameliorating strains 


touching the very soul of mortal man to immortal heav- | 


enly rapture ; there lively parables, each followed by its 


beautiful, instructive moral: Thence I bring encourage- | 
ments for the pious; thence rebukes for the prophane :— 


thence shew how the diligent are commended—how the 


idle are reproved—the virtue arising out of affliction— 
the comfort proceeding from trouble—the admonitions to - 
the rich—the blessings to the poor;—every where through- 


out shew the folly of such being thought a human system! 
display it as © the fabric of Christ, the power of God and 
the wisdom off God.” As to the continuance of the ex- 


istence of Christ's church be its permanency a point 
| 0 „„ 
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for our faith, without wavering:— However it be perse- 
cuted—however distressed—however tormented however 
hostilely atacked! It is founded on a rock—the rock is 
the everlasting God :—On this rock, saith Christ to Peter, 
& will I build my church, and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it.” Therefore let a firm faith be in us, 
ascending to a holy zeal, a due and unremitted observ- 
ance of all its holy ordinances Particularly on the very 


'* righteousness arose with healing in his wings—the day hal- 
lowed for man, sanctified by the Father at the creation— 
by the Son at the redemption—for man to be unoccupied 
by troublesome—worldly—merely temporal matters—to 
be intent—seriously intent on eternal concerns ;—on the 
things that only can make for his peace ;—meditating a 
steady practice of every goodly moral virtue —a sincere 
possession of every inherent and becoming grace that can 
reflect n on man. 


Baden er cubbvernpn may attend this transitory 
life, from ease to affliction, whether in mind, in body, 
or in estate — whether as the distressing effect of any na- 


from the peace of a settled home, to the misery of a wan- 

dering and unprovided exile ;—under any uufortunate 
change or chance of condition —oppressed ever so mightily 
the good Christian, we find, seldom bend to the ill sup- 
porting his character. What a sacred and secret gift of 
divine support has been given to the persecuted saints 


and * the berocs of Jesus Christ, fighting for the 
| faith! 


day—the glorious day, Sunday ;—Sunday, when the sun of 


— — — — 8982 — 


tional or individual cause in our land whether driven 
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faith !—what excruciating thrtures they have endured, even 
unto death, both scripture and prophane history speak 
enough. In answer to men that will contend for the suf- 


ficiency of good works, faith out of the affair, I shall 
here grace my Epistle with the doctrine of lively faith 
laid down in the learned and pious prelate's charge be- 
fore mentioned; „ There is a justice and propriety in 
our being saved by faith rather than by works because 


all good works of every kind may be practised in hy- 

pocrisy; they may proceed from the base motives of am- 5 
bition, vanity, or self- interest, in which God hath no 
part; but in faith there can be no hypocrisy, because 
moral virtue is between man and man, but faith is /be- 
tween man and God, who seeth the heart, and cannot 
be imposed upon; therefore no virtue can be certain and 
universal but that of faith, which consideration entitles, 
it to be the saving principle in the christian as it was in 


the patriarchal religion: it is this only which extinguishes 


the pride of reason and gives to God the glory of our 
salvation ;—it is this only which brings all men to a state 


of equality. It is accommodated to every condition of 
life, for it costs nothing; and while it reduces the rich, 


by obliging them to a renunciation of the world, it raises 


the ability of the poor, by giving as much effect to a 
cup of cold water as to the treasures of the wealthy.” 


Ax ungracious morality, springing from the pride of 
man to a consciousness of vanity upon account of his 
own works—thoughtless that after all we are but unpro- 


ftable servants—morality trusting in its own merits— 
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| had nearly overwhelmed this isle, as it hath other parts 


of Christendom ; nay, almost universally ! But as God's 
such heavy judgments are upon the earth, let us hope, 


as our fathers did, that we as sons, as sons may repent— 


may increase in holy faith—may learn righteousness to 
E - stay the uplifted arm—lest God say “ shall not I be a- 


venged on such a nation as this?” It js certain that “ faith 


without works is dead;”—certain that works without faith 


are „dead also.“ Your merely moral people, abstaining 


from all appearance of evil, yet doing s0—not in the fear 


of God but of men—doing the best moral works as they 
would deserve, and having even, the love of men, for 
such,—not doing them for the sake and love of God,—are 


not the people of God ;—Not keeping the faith of the holy 


apostles in God the father, who hath made us and all the 
world;—in God the son's saving merits—the crucified for 
our.sins— Jesus Christ the righteous, who hath redeemed 
us and all mankind ;—in God the holy ghost who sancti- 


| heth us and all the elect people of God: — Except as this 


7, we keep the faith, we cannot be saved, without 
douby shall perish everlastingly: How shall we escape if 
we neglect so great salvation? They that reject such 
the inestimable love of God, destruction zhall come on 
them, and they shall not escape, That you—that I— 
that all my immediate brethren may be accounted wor- 
thy to escape — that all men may keep the faith, —the 
faithful adhering to it firm and stedfastiy the faithless 
beseeching “ Lord help thou mine unbelief, and not 
escape the kingdom of God is the fervent supplication 
at the throne of grace, em OF your sincere Friend, 
un, F zB. 12th, 1795. G TH OMA S FIC H. 


r 


: 4 Bb. 


ADDRESS 


' POOR OF NORTHREPPS. 


My poor Fellow Creatures and Christian Brethren, 


itable gentleman who has sent 
ate assistance to you at this in- 


HE humane ang 
this bread as a 


clement, severe season the giver of this bread you well 


know: The gentleman hath made me happy in desiring 


me to deliver it to you: Happy, as I commiserate the 


poor—the poor in general ;—how müch then the poor 
part of my flock—1I Would 1 could shew in another 
manner, as well as in that I do;—as well as in spiritual, 
in temporal things. I spiritually have you my poor 


christian brethen always with me—feeding you in my | 


mind and in my writings, as my discourses must be- 


Speak you I do, as I hope you are somewhat sensible 


of from my discourses. May you not often call me your 


preacher? Very faithfully your preacher ? Preaching $0 
feelingly as I do to you in my sermons, occasionally, for 
minutes together - for your clearer instruction and com- 
fort? Pausing too that you may understand and receive 


the same, the more to your lasting comfort? I am then 


hoping that as ye so hear the word of God, ye will not 
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fail to kqp it, ſor blessed are they that hear the word of 
God and keep it—s0 hoping, I remain, all the time of 
such discoursing to you, most fervently ;—afterward in pri- 
vate supplicating for you ever and ever. Thus I feed you 
with the bread which perisheth not; for drink, give you of 
the refreshing waters of comfort ;—feed you thus with the 
bread and water from Heayen—from Heaven brought— 
brought by the s0n—my divine Lord and Master—by Jesus 
Christ from his Father in Heaven. I would I could, as well 
as thus feed your immortal souls, that I could feed your 
mortal bodies too. For I have as keen a sense of the 
occasions of the body as produceth the sorrows of heart- 
aching to me—when I cannot relieve distress in any, what- 
ever way it chanceth to make its piteous application to me 


more especially for the calls of nature, in particular for 


that of bread—the staff of life ;—for bread that cometh 
of the earth for bread to strengthen man's heart. But 1 
have not the ability: Poor you are I am poor likewise— 
have more painful economy to support the appearance of 
my station than you can have in your's. As we—there are 
millions poor: But there are not as we—there are worse 


provided millions ! so there are millions rich! But know 


we not that the high and the low, the, rich and the poor, 
one with another,” that . the Lord is the maker of them all ?” 
If all were rich who would be long fed? by the sweat of 
whose brow would the earth be tilled? If all were poor 
must not all be distressed? If all were equal—in any man- 
ner were upon a level, - would not there be a sadly proud 
Spirit mis-ruling all? spurning that condescension, that 
amicable condescension which tends most to make all 
happy y Yea there would erage misery to all. 
ALMIGHTY 


\ 
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ATMuicury God, in his infinite wisdom, has very 
marvellously ordered the state and condition of men to 


be in the most contrawise manner: Ordering every step 
down to the poorest—up to the richest subject through- 
out the universe as a mutual good to all: Ordering 


| throughout the universe as king of kings, king of Heaven 
| every degree of kings for the better government of the 


earth. If we would say we see the mighty wisdom in the 
divine ordering of the various states and conditions of 


men: But if we had the power of doing good unto others 


as we would they should do unto us—the:power that they 

have, and they were as poor as we are, we would not do 
. is | ; 

so little for them as they do for us! would not we thus 


argue without much, nay without the necessary experience? 


Do we know what we are? We think so ;—perhaps we but 
ill apostolically know what we are, “ considering thyself:” 
how then may we possibly know what we might be—were 
we as they. But if we would argue so as because one 


be made rich, or the glory of his house be increased, in 
this we would be wrong“ For promotion cometh neither 
from the East nor from the West; nor yet from the 


South; we would be wrong, murmuring at the wisdom 
and goodness of God“ and why? God is the judge, he 
putteth down one and setteth up another: For in the hand 
of the Lord there is a cup, and the wine is red, it is full 
mixed, and he poureth Gut of the same. As to the dregs 
thereof all the ungodly of the earth shall drink them, and 
suck them out.“ God, in his gracious goodness, dispenseth 
to all men as he seeth best. “ The race is not always to 


to 
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5 


to the wise, nor yet riches to men of understanding, nor 
yet favour to men of skill, but time and chance happeneth 
to them all.” In the words of apostle Paul I say “ let us 
run with patience the race that is set before us.” 


My fellow-beings, let us reason together a word more, — 


numbering myself with you I say the times are distress- 


ing with respect to the earthy things in this life. Num- 
bering the farmers with ds, that themselves labour and 
diligently to make things do, we may so number them 
all, as to except but here and there !—they are not large 
farmers—their farms are small; by their industry they 
live entirely 'in the best of times!—here and there is one 
with somewhat of independency : To the farmers then the 
times are now distressing. The crops of grain throughout 
the land are in the general threshing but light, of bread 
corn especially; the price of bread of course is very 
high. The greater calls of the poor have amounted to 
very heavy levies upon them jusz now independently of 
the extraordinary kindness they have, in their own hu- 
mane feeling, been generally led to extend unto their la- 
bourers this dreadfully severe weather—stopped from pur- 
suing the Gccupations of the ground. In like manner from 
the universal distress of the times to protect our coun- 
try, national as well as parochial taxes have 'increased 
upon them—none of their outgoings but must conse- 
quently, except rent, be greater. In all the stations of 
human life at these distressing times there is an uneasy 
change—yet how less so, happily for us in this country 
than any other; at present? But you are all aware of the 
. insidious 


# 
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iusidious design a- foot to render this country as ealamitous 
as any wheresoever! Be therefore exhorted in the faithful | 
language of the holy apostle St. Patil, Beware lest any | 
spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the 
tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world and noi 
after icon | 


Tex benen means practised to serve the purposes 
of discontent and rebellion are publicly known! Evil 
insignificant, nothing in themselves, are aggravated vilely ; 
by wicked machinations are represented as not only griev+ 
ous, but as intollerable to be supported false forebodings 
of some ill or other, and false rumours, of bad news really 
being, are continually propagated z and propagated ag 
continually are industrious contradictions, most $pecioudly | 
formed, to gainsay any good report: In short, great bles- | 
sings are degraded, nay scorned ;—merciful interpositions | 
of divine providence are profanely made light of, are not 
tin the least regarded as any graes or favout of God's 
\_ © While, on the other hand, any want of zuecess or total fails | 
. ure in the national undertakings-—5uch is commonly laid; 
. or invented as owing, to some misconduet of adminſstra- 
n don in coneerting, or the persons immediately employec 
1. in action thereon or without scruple perhaps impured as 
d divine penalty, inflicted as a just judgment. Mey the 
e. dom of adminlsttatlon frustrate, ts good purpose in the 
KY | _ all, * zueh arts. 
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that: we may ride out the storm in safety. Great as the 


el 
* "national strait which we may really seem to be. in, let us _ 
vVvisely consider it. Of the many ways of God's dealing fi 
with men, it is one evidently, —as he inflicts heavy, tempo-. 
ral punishments upon the wicked to sce if they will repent 
and work out their eternal salvation with fear and trem- cl 
bling,—s0 to inflict the righteous; to see how far they be m 
his; to try them by extremity how far their dependence b 
is upon him ;—but this only is for their “ far more ex- @ 
ceeding:wenght: of W saith the , « we glory in w 
tribulation.” | 4 
e bee 0 
IN onion: As has evils press upon us, let us cleave 0 
the more. steadfastly unto God—rather with holy .res1gna- p 
tion rejoice in pious suffering not, as in rebellion against m 
the divine will, grow impatient of, or desperate in oppo- tc 
sition to, the legal control of all human justice. As we. be p 
publicly afflicted, let us publicly in God's public assembly tl 
and, in private, pray for divine support be more earnest h 
in supplication—and more serving God in righteousness a 
and true holiness, then God will be for us if he be for g 
us who can be against us? Some of our forefathers for- 0 
sook their God, started aside like a broken bow, and by th 
- the/ever-living God were forsaken; given over to repro- et 
bate minds and unto. death. Jacob held him fast by his m 
God, and God gave him the light of his countenance ;— pe 


God was his help! Blessed is he that hath the God 5 di 
Jacob for his help, and whose hope is in the Lord his p1 
God... You will suffer yourselves to be better guided than ne 
by false mes fronür be true to your God, and God will. fo 
2083 | « enlighten pt 


Provided! The British poor, they & their children. | Ay 
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enlighten your minds with truth to perceive errour cleatly- 


—to gainsay and withstand deceit God is truth? If you be 
firm for God, God will never leave you nor forsake FOR 


FF 
( * fi „ e240 * — * — 


Rich as disaffected men pretend on a a levelling: prin- 
ciple they would make the poor, do but consider the? 


means, the very means is shocking in idea; the means is 


by public and private spoil- by wrong and robbery ;< 
„What shall it profit a man if he shall gain the Whole 
world and lose his 6wn soul? Or what shall a man give in 
exchange for his soul?“ But you will adhere to chè wisdom 
of your King and country, as you would not be the slaves 
of such artifice. Judge for yourselves! reflect on what 
provision the glorious laws of our, entied, country have. 
made for the poor being such as for none to starve, "as 
to compel all, not only the rich, but those that are often 
put to it to make the poor's levy-payment=nay; however 
themselves distressed, so long as at any rate they have a 
house to be 1 in, to pay to the poor. In other nations there 
are not poor's laws! Our laws for the poor are the most 
generous code of humanity chat ever graced the onen 
of mankind—bespeak the English Senate. Our laws for 
the poor are the wonder and surprise of nations. It seem | 
eth not to have answered the end of despotic- govern: 
ments to enact such—but rather in order to keep the poor 
poor in submission to let them beg in the streets. How 
differently the glorious laws of this hospitable land have 
provided for the poor, —for their every necessity for 
not only food but raiment for habitation also; in fine; 
for their every occasion of life. Thus are the British poor 
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As to the absolute occasions of life, it has dean truly 
and elegantly said 
e want but little, nor that little long.” 
But the noble, charitable foundations of every distinction 
in England should, as we would be grateful to our heay- 
_ enly Father for all his mercies, cause us to thank him with $ 
hbearty thanksgiving that we are born of such a country; g 
to be regolved to be content, lest as ingrates evil come 
nigh our dwellings as a curze, . Not to desire or to engage | 
in any thing upon which we may not apply humbly to 2 
Almighty God for his blessing, becometh us to learn as © 
ve would please him. As for ourselves, to be agreeable as 0 
fellow beings, let us Jive in bonour, preferring one another; en 
—25 Christians, love the hrotherhood ;—as Christians, fear th 
God ;—as Christians, honour the king: We should all be pi 
more kindly affectioned one to another, than judging ar 
wrongfully, considering that & he that judgeth js the Lord,” vj 
Let not any 80 vainly speak of himself, for instapce i 
das the labourer of the farmer; the farmer of the Jandlord ; - MW dr 
but not any person say of another, were I in his situ - th 
tion 1 would be more considerate than he} Let none make m. 
$0 proud beasting! The human heart is but the human ci 
heart! Is in mournful frailty ! Scarce can be confided in thi 
by its owner I was going to say an hour together,—] be 
mean a minute, —nay an instant: Such is the heart of man: 
But God knoweth all its frailty, and is gracious his grace co 
is sufficient to turn it from the way of errour unto the at 
right way is as instantly present with us as the instant fro 
of any evil requireth -e have but to allow the diving Bu 
influence of his $7209 to operate, Such is his most abun- Fa 
| dant 
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dant assistance to them that seek him wich an honest and 
good heart that they are not tempted in thought, word or 
deed above that they are able to overcome, such is the 
victory to be obtained over the world. If ve have but 
the measure of faith in God, his Grace will build up and 
zancify us, as he saith, in the words of his n 66 * 
_ is Sufficient for thee,” > 4h 


In Neath me to return to VENTS again to the wack 
rent occasion of your being now assembled; but here it 
occurs to me, to observe concerning the wicked endeavour 
of evil minded men, among other insinuations, to dispossess 
every person of charity that would relieve the distresses of 
the poor, as not unlikely to seduce the poor thereby to their 
purposes of artful and wicked rebellion, The means 
artfully adopted for the end, are chese suggestions of odium 
upon munifieence, „ that where the pretended chaxitable 
give a guinea they might give five; here five, an hun- 
dred where an hundred, a thonsand; and so on: But 
that the whole is offered merely as hush- money. As | 
murmuring and thanklessness have ever been held suffi- 
cient to turn charity aside a patient and quiet spirit 
thought ill - suited to the rude purposes of wrong and rob- 
bery the insidiousness to counteract these most excellent 
maxims is obvious: I know not of deeper principles that 
could be drawn for the purpose to discontent the poor 
at even the most noble charities to discourage the rich 
from being at all influenced by any charitable motives: 
But deep as lieth errour in the well,—truth lieth deeper : 


Fee e only need be e to be rejected! 
There 
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There is in errour commonly a somewhat not absolutely 
reconcileable if specious, and as such admitted; whereas 
in truth, there is a self. evidency commonly forcing its 5 
engaging 47 ee OY n. 

"In all 1 TY VIE you, I 1250 1 you as 
your faithful friend, concerning things which belong to 
your. peace, in order to make you wiser than in the wisdom 
of selſ- sufficient men; the wisdom of such is fooliskness 
wich God. Now hear me—a vord to the memory. of 
departed worth! I knew it not: But I, a stranger in your 
country, have heard so much when I have asked who were 
the friends of the poor, and been told with such concern 
Where it dwelt, — that whenever I have been near the resi- 


dence, I have been sensibly affected with a mixed emotion, 


participating of ihe joy it has in Heaven participating 
of your grief known tome upon such the loss of an amia- 
ble benefactress: of. one so kind to you, so kind in. word 
and deed of endearing: manners throughout; who ever 
went about doing good: But; all people of sympathy for 
amiable condolence, knowing her conjugal excellencies, 
must mourn such the loss to her most affectionately loving, 
yet disconsolate consort, Whose everlasting remembrance 
of her, will be such a perpetual monument to her memory, 
as for him not possibly to stand the looking upon a thou- 
sand more, that would ever be taking his eye on the very 
spot he has been obliged to desert it. I have, how- 
ever, to congratulate you that such remaineth here as does 
of the same fainily— for the continual private marks of it; 
for the mark of it now before us: very especially. 


/ IN 


POOR OF NORTHREPPS, | 31 


3 my faithful concern about your eternal welfare, 1 
exhort you to grow more and more hungry for the bread 
of righteousness more and more thirsty for the drink of 
righteousness | The greater that niay happen to be your 
poverty and need of this world's requisites; the heavier 
any manner of afflictions upon you, and the lighter you let 
them sit for the sake of righteousness, the more you Show 
yourselyes like primitive Christians like the greatly- 
zuffering saints, who patiently wandering in weariness and 
pain through the dreary road ;—through the vale of tears, 
with the heavenly serenity they had learned of their divine 


Master, counted it all joy for the joy that was set before 


them, bravely despising, calmly enduring ignominious, 
torturing and lingering temporal deaths for the recompence 
of inconceivable happiness in glorious, everlasting, eternal 
life at God's right hand in the Heaven of Heavens. 


As brave military, fighting andes the captain of your 
sal vation, Jesus Christ, take o your. farther encourage- 
ment for the fighting” of the good fight, the words of the 
great aposle St. Paul, who, viewing intensely all the cruel 
persecutions prepared for and infficted upon persevering 
Christians in his time, sums up thus I reckon that the 
sufferings of the present time are not worthy to be com- 
pared with the glory that shall be revealed in us.“ So let 
the earthly state be faithfully considered, considered 
with true affection on things above, —and the idle, vain 
pomp and glory of the world must lose their attractive 
powers of temptation; so the poorest of you would not 
find poverty any cause of grief, but a sourse of consolation 

- | | to 
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to the supporting yourselves religiously with all diligence 

during the state of life in which it hath pleased God to cal} 
you, —as his true and faithful servants unto your lives end. 
So in proportion as you thus behave, seeking as Christians 
the kingdom of God and his righteousness, you become 
your Saviour's blessed—poor in the spirit of men; rich in 
the holy spirit of Cod; — Vea, blessed, truly blessed, are 
such the poor in the spirit of men; the rich in the holy 
pirit of God for We is the kingdom of Heaven. 


* 


Aro, 
* & > 
wo 3 en 
RED 
Yo + 2 
r 
jb, ads ES 
* 
Vs. 
7 S - x 
R * * 
4 
| 
: 
# & ; ) F 
2 
5 £97 G | 
* 3 
= * . bd 4 
£ wo 
I 5 | | | | G i» | 
: oy FE; * | b ro : ” F "I ; 8 x ; 
EP. FFV 
x . L [ 5 .* ö 
; * + * Y 
1 > 4 7 +; * 
* * 1 4 3 4 1 9 
* * 4 * * hl g 
N 7 d * 
+ v4; 4 i 4 2 4: 5 8 1 * 4 
9 1 : 
; 3 „ . * n 
ined nt e 
, 
2 1 * 3 4 * Wa f — 
4 5 » 4 4 
* 
e 
% 


